
These minutes will be considered for approval at the Planning Commission meeting of 07-19-2023. 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY OF SAN CLEMENTE 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
June 21, 2023 @ 6:00 p.m. 

San Clemente City Hall Council Chambers 
910 Calle Negocio, San Clemente, CA 92673  

Teleconference via www.san-clemente.org/live or Cox Channel 854 

CALL TO ORDER 

Chair McKhann called the Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of San 
Clemente to order at 6:20 p.m. He apologized for the late meeting start due to the Study Session 
running overtime. The meeting was offered in person at San Clemente City Hall Council 
Chambers, 910 Calle Negocio, San Clemente, California, 92673, and also via live stream from 
the City’s YouTube Channel or live on Cox Channel 854.  

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Prescott Loeffler led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present: Barton Crandell, Brent Davis, Gary P. McCaughan, M.D., Karen 
Prescott-Loeffler; Chair pro tem M. Steven Camp, Vice Chair 
Cameron Cosgrove, Chair Scott McKhann 

Commissioners Absent: None 

Staff Present: Adam Atamian, Deputy Community Development Director 
Chris Johnson, Senior Planner 
Gena Burns, Deputy City Attorney  

4. SPECIAL ORDERS OF BUSINESS

None

5. MINUTES

A. Minutes from the Regular Planning Commission Meeting of June 7, 2023.

IT WAS MOVED BY COMMISSIONER MCCAUGHAN, SECONDED BY
COMMISSIONER CRANDELL, AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED TO RECEIVE
AND FILE THE MINUTES FROM THE JUNE 7, 2023, PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING.
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The Commissioners requested staff revise page 10, New Business, to accurately 
reflect the comments. 

Page 10, under “9. New Business” replace with the following: “Commissioner 
Crandell recognized fellow Commissioner Camp and other community members 
for volunteering to serve on the open City Council seat; announced that he, 
Commissioner Camp, and Commissioner Davis had been reappointed; thanked 
his fellow Commissioners for their service. Additionally, he suggested the 
Commission request City Council welcome a member of the Commissioner to be 
in attendance at City Council meetings where Planning Commission 
recommendations are discussed to answer questions, explain reasoning and 
represent the Commission for Council’s deliberations. Deputy Director Atamian 
agreed to research and report back.”  

6. ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATION

None

7. CONSENT CALENDAR

None

8. PUBLIC HEARING

A. Conditional Use Permit 22-370 and Minor Cultural Heritage Permit 23-116, Drift
Distillery & Kitchen, 115 S. El Camino Real

A request to allow a restaurant, distillery tasting room with on-site light
manufacturing of hard alcohol, with indoor amplified live entertainment at 115 S.
El Camino Real. The restaurant will occupy existing commercial floor area, and the
project will include minor exterior aesthetic alterations, such as increased
landscaping, an attached pergola, and screening of rooftop equipment.

Chair McKhann opened the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Crandell reported he had received a public communication
concerning amplified music; Vice Chair Cosgrove also reported a communication
regarding amplified music, that he had conducted a site visit, engaged in
conversations with adjacent business, and shared his concerns with staff;
Commissioner Prescott-Loeffler reported visting the site.*

Chris Johnson, Senior Planner, narrated a PowerPoint Presentation entitled, “Drift 
Distillery & Kitchen, CUP 22-370, MCHP 23-116,” dated June 21, 2023. A copy of 
the Presentation is on file in the Planning Division.  
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1. Determine the project is categorically exempt from the requirements of the
CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Class 1: Existing
Facilities);

2. Adopt Resolution no. PC 23-011, entitled, “A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY
OF SAN CLEMENTE, CALIFORNIA, APPROVING CONDITIONAL USE
PERMIT 22-370 AND MINOR CULTURAL HERITAGE PERMIT 23-116,
DRIFT DISTILLERY & KITCHEN, A REQUEST TO ALLOW A
RESTAURANT, DISTILLERY TASTING ROOM AND ON-SITE LIGHT
MANUFACTURING OF HARD ALCOHOL, WITH AMPLIFIED LIVE
ENTERTAINMENT AT 115 S. EL CAMINO REAL AND FINDING THE
PROJECT IS CATEGORICALLY EXEMPT FROM THE CALIFORNIA
ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT UNDER SECTION 15301 OF THE
CEQA GUIDELINES (14 CCR§ 15301, CLASS 1: EXISTING FACILITIES).”

Amended as follows:

Staff to include a condition of approval requiring the applicant cease
providing live amplified music at 10:00 p.m. nightly.

It was stated for the record that the Planning Commission’s action on this project 
may be appealed within 10 days of its decision. Furthermore, because City Council 
has canceled its July 4, 2023, meeting due to the holiday, the City Council’s appeal 
window is extended until City Council’s next meeting on July 18, 2023.  

[DECISION FINAL. SUBJECT TO APPEAL OR CALL UP BY COUNCIL.] 

9. NEW BUSINESS

None

10. OLD BUSINESS

None

11. REPORTS OF COMMISSIONERS AND STAFF

A. Tentative Future Agenda

B. Staff Waivers

Reports received and filed. 

12. ADJOURNMENT
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THERE BEING NO OTHER BUSINESS BEFORE THE COMMISSION, CHAIR 
MCKHANN ADJOURNED THE MEETING AT 7:55 P.M. TO THE NEXT REGULAR 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETINGS TO BE HELD IN-PERSON ON JULY 19, 2023, 
AT 6:00 P.M. AT THE SAN CLEMENTE CITY HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS LOCATED 
AT 910 CALLE NEGOCIO, SAN CLEMENTE, CA, 92672, AND TELECONFERENCE 
AVAILABLE TO THE PUBLIC VIA LIVE STREAM FROM THE CITY’S YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL OR LIVE ON COX CHANNEL 854. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Scott McKhann, Chairman 

Attest: 

Adam Atamian, Deputy Community Development Director 

5


	23-391 - Attachment - 6-21-23 Draft PC Minutes.pdf

