
Recreation Agenda Report 

AGENDA REPORT 

 

BEACHES, PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
Meeting Date: June 13, 2023 

 

Department: Beaches, Parks & Recreation 
Prepared By: Samantha Wylie, Beaches, Parks & Recreation Director 
 
Subject: REQUEST TO RENAME VISTA HERMOSA SPORTS PARK 
 
Fiscal Impact: None. 
 
Summary: Staff recommends that the Commission consider all options regarding a request to 

rename Vista Hermosa Sports Park. 
 
Background: At its April 4, 2023 meeting, the City Council requested the Beaches, Parks and 

Recreation Commission consider a request to rename Vista Hermosa Sports Park in 
memory of fallen Los Angeles County Firefighter Jonathan Flagler, noting the 
Commission should consider all options for renaming including corporate 
partnerships. 

  
Jonathan Flagler was a member of the Los Angeles County Fire Department who 
passed away in the line of duty on January 6, 2022, fighting a structure fire in Rancho 
Palos Verdes. He was a San Clemente resident, residing in the Talega area. The 
family of the late firefighter purchased a memorial bench in his honor through the 
C.A.R.E. program that was dedicated on January 6, 2023. The bench is located at the 
Vista Hermosa Sports Park at the football field. The Flagler family has provided a letter 
to the Commission that is enclosed in Attachment 1. 
 

Discussion: The City owns, operates, and maintains 26 park sites within the city boundary. Out of 
these sites, eight parks or park amenities are named after an individual or entity. This 
list includes (1) Baron Von Willard Dog Park; (2) Courtney’s SandCastle Playground; 
(3) Jim Johnson Memorial Sports Park; (4) Leslie Park; (5) Max Berg Plaza Park; (6) 
Ralphs Skate Court; (7) Richard T. Steed Memorial Park; and (8) Arlie Waterman Field 
at Vista Bahia Park.  

 
 While the City does not have an adopted Policy & Procedure for the naming of parks, 

the Council has been guided by a procedure established by the Commission and 
reviewed by the City Council from February 1987. (Attachment 2). This procedure has 
been utilized as the guiding document for naming new parks in San Clemente. It 
reasons that the criteria for new park names may be most appropriate to consider but 
not limited to historical figures, national and/or military heroes, living or deceased 
individuals who made significant contributions to the community, local geographic 
locations, neighborhoods, prominent landmarks, appropriate Spanish designations, 
and/or proximity by schools.  
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 Naming of Vista Hermosa Sports Park 
 
 In 2007, the City entered into a fundraising agreement with the Friends of the San 

Clemente Beaches, Parks & Recreation Foundation (“Friends”) to raise funds for the 
development and future maintenance of the then-titled “La Pata/Vista Hermosa Sports 
& Aquatics Center”. The Friends pursued funding for all amenities within the complex, 
including the aquatic center (valued at $1.25 million), baseball hub (valued at 
$950,000), soccer hub (valued at $1.39 million), football hub (valued at $585,000), the 
trail (valued at $50,000), and various other park amenities including drinking fountains, 
pavers, signs, and benches (valued at $243,000). The Friends were successful in 
securing $318,000 of sponsorship monies from local civic organizations, youth sports 
groups, private donations, and local businesses.  

 
The Friends were unable to secure corporate or private sponsorship for the entirety of 
the park, therefore the City sought public input on a name for the sports park complex 
and new pool facility, per the naming procedure summarized above. A list of 150 
names was compiled and reviewed by the Beaches, Parks & Recreation Commission. 
The comprehensive list is included in Attachment 3.   

 
At its December 13, 2011 meeting, the Commission agreed to support three names 
and forward a recommendation to Council as follows for the larger park venue: San 
Clemente Sports Center, San Clemente Sports Park, or Vista Hermosa Sports Park; 
it recommended taking no action at that time to name the aquatics pool area.  
 
On January 3, 2012, the City Council reviewed a staff report to consider naming 
options for the new “La Pata/Vista Hermosa Sports & Aquatics Center” (Attachment 
2). The Council (5-0) approved naming “Vista Hermosa Sports Park” for the sports 
complex and “San Clemente Aquatics Center” for the pool area. These names were 
selected based on the geographical location of the park.  
 
In early spring 2012, the City received a request from the family of late San Clemente 
resident John Springman to name the baseball field complex at the Vista Hermosa 
Sports Park for John Springman. Mr. Springman was a long-time resident with a long 
history of community sports involvement. At the time of consideration, the Commission 
opined that it was best to allow the Friends Foundation the opportunity to solicit 
naming rights to generate revenue; therefore the Commission recommended Council 
deny the request from the Springman family. Subsequently, the Council supported the 
Commission’s recommendation to deny the request to name the baseball fields for 
Mr. Springman.   

 
 Additional naming rights were granted under the following circumstances for the 

named park sites:  
 

1. Sgt. Baron Von Willard Dog Park: Named in 2005; Baron was San Clemente’s 
first K-9 police officer who responded to over 800 calls for service.  

2. Courtney’s SandCastle Playground: Named for Courtney Faye Smith who 
inspired the playground’s universally accessible design to allow children of all 
abilities the opportunity to play on a playground. Her inspiration was 
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encouragement for dozens of individuals and civic organizations to support the 
funding of the two-phase park development, including the playground and the 
sensory garden.  

3. Jim Johnson Memorial Sports Park: Approved in 2007 prior to the park opening 
and as part of the naming of the Sea Summit park system. Mr. Johnson was a 
San Clemente resident and philanthropist who was instrumental in the 
development of the Marblehead Coastal project for several decades. The 
Commission and Council reviewed a list of 39 park names, per the new park 
naming procedure, submitted by members of the public and the developer of 
the Marblehead Coastal project.  

4. Leslie Park: Named for the individual who originally owned the parcel of land, 
Dr. E.I. Leslie, and who eventually deeded it to the City in 1968. 

5. Max Berg Plaza Park: Originally named “Plaza Park”, the Council approved 
renaming the park “Max Berg Plaza Park” in 1985 in honor of Max Berg, a San 
Clemente resident and San Clemente City Clerk who retired in 1985.     

6. Ralphs Skate Court: Naming rights approved for Ralphs Grocery in recognition 
of its donation of $100,000 towards the development of the skate court plaza.   

7. Richard T. Steed Memorial Park: Officially memorialized in 1987; Richard 
Steed was a police officer  with the San Clemente Police Department who was 
killed in the line of duty on El Camino Real while responding to a call. Steed is 
the only officer who has been killed in the line of duty while working in the City 
of San Clemente. While the Park and Recreation Commission originally 
recommended renaming the ballfield at Bonito Canyon Park after Officer Steed, 
the Council approved naming one of the new parks in honor of him. In the early 
1980’s the Council approved naming the new softball complex off of La Pata 
after Officer Steed.    

8. Arlie Waterman Field at Vista Bahia Park: Approved in 1994; Mr. Arlie 
Waterman was a 47-year San Clemente resident and retired Parks and 
Recreation Superintendent for the City. He led the Parks and Recreation 
Department for 22 years through the 1960s and 70s. He was instrumental in 
the development of many San Clemente parks and was also one of the 
founders of the San Clemente Little League  

 
 Staff recommends the Commission consider the following options in providing a 

recommendation to the City Council:  
  

1. Rename the Vista Hermosa Sports Park in memory of fallen Los Angeles 
County Firefighter Jonathan Flagler. 

2. Name a field or other amenity at a park in memory of fallen Los Angeles County 
Firefighter Jonathan Flagler. 

3. Consider naming an alternate park site in memory of fallen Los Angeles County 
Firefighter Jonathan Flagler. 

4. Direct the Sponsorships and Donations Subcommittee to further pursue the 
sponsorships and naming rights opportunities available at Vista Hermosa 
Sports Park in collaboration with the Friends of the San Clemente Beaches, 
Parks & Recreation Foundation. 
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5. Consider naming a “Heroes Park” or “First Responders” park to honor fallen 
members of the San Clemente community, including Los Angeles County 
Firefighter Jonathan Flagler. 

6. Take no action on renaming the Vista Hermosa Sports Park. 
  
Recommended 
Action: STAFF RECOMMENDS THAT the Beaches, Parks & Recreation Commission provide a 

recommendation to the City Council regarding the naming of Vista Hermosa Sports 
Park. 

 
 
Attachments:  

1. Flagler Family Letter  
2. Park Naming Policy 
3. Staff report regarding naming of Vista Hermosa Sports Park 
4. Staff report regarding request to rename Vista Hermosa Baseball Fields 

 
 
Notification: Friends of the San Clemente Beaches, Parks & Recreation Foundation   
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