
AGENDA REPORT

CITY OF SAN CLEMENTE
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910 Calle Negocio
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www.san-clemente.org

Meeting Date: 3/21/2023 Agenda Item: 9C

Department: City Manager
Prepared By Andy Hall, City Manager

Subject:
APPOINTMENT OF BURKE, WILLIAMS AND SORENSEN TO PROVIDE CITY ATTORNEY
SERVICES TO THE CITY OF SAN CLEMENTE.

Fiscal Impact:
The costs associated with Legal Services are accounted for in the adopted municipal budget and no
additional funding is anticipated.

Summary:
The City of San Clemente issued a Request for Proposals to provide legal services to the City and
received 9 responses. On March 14, 2023, the City received a letter from the law firm currently
providing legal services to the City, Best, Best and Krieger (BB&K), with Scott Smith acting as the
City Attorney withdrawing their firm from consideration to provide City Attorney services to the City of
San Clemente. Following the selection process, the City Council is pleased to announce the selection
of Burke, Williams, Sorensen LLP to provide legal services to the City with Elizabeth Mitchell serving
in the role as the City Attorney.

Discussion:
The appointment of the City Attorney, or in the case the selection of a legal firm to provide legal
services, is an action of the City Council. The City Council has been in the process of reviewing
proposals and interviewing potential legal firms to serve as the City Attorney for the City of San
Clemente. One of those firms, and the current City Attorney, BB&K, has informed the City that they
are withdrawing their firm from consideration to provide legal services to the City, as City Attorney, but
expressed a willingness to work closely with Burke, Williams and Sorensen during a transition period.

The complete contract is attached hereto. However, in summary form, the City Council has chosen to
compensate Burke, Williams, Sorensen LLP on an hourly basis, rather than on a retainer plus hourly
basis. The compensation for the hourly services include:

• General City Services (blended) $265

• Tort Litigation (blended) $275

• Special Legal Services - Partners $305

• Special Legal Services - Associates $275

• Third Party Reimbursable Legal Services (blended) $450

• Paralegals $165

There will be a necessary transition period to allow the current City Attorney to familiarize the
incoming counsel about the key legal issues in the City. It is anticipated that the number of hours
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incoming counsel about the key legal issues in the City. It is anticipated that the number of hours
necessary to complete the immediate transition will be fairly nominal, likely a couple of days, and it is
recommended that the City Council authorize the City Manager to administer the transition contracts
and compensation and report the expenses to the City Council once completed. The more complex
items may take many months to completely resolve and the City Manager will provide the City
Council with a complete longer term transition plan once the parties have had the opportunity to
complete the immediate transition and conducted conversations about ongoing legal issues.

Burke, Williams and Sorensen, and specifically Elizabeth Mitchell, has indicated that they are
prepared to begin providing legal services on April 1, 2023. Until that time, BB&K has agreed to
continue the provision of legal services.

City Council Options and Recommended Actions:

City Council Options

• Approve the Contract with Burke, Williams and Sorensen LLP to provide legal services for 
the City of San Clemente on April 1, 2023, if not sooner. Authorize the City Manager to 
administer an immediate work transition between BB&K and Burke, Williams and Sorensen LLP 
and to present a longer term transition plan to the City Council at a future date.

• Continue the Item with direction to staff to provide additional information.

• Provide specific action to the City Manager.

• Deny approval of the contract and provide specific direction.

Staff Recommendation
Approve the Contract with Burke, Williams and Sorensen LLP to provide legal services for the City of
San Clemente on April 1, 2023, if not sooner. Authorize the City Manager to administer an immediate
work transition between BB&K and Burke, Williams and Sorensen LLP and to present a longer term
transition plan to the City Council at a future date.

Attachment:
1. Legal Services Contract with Burke, Williams and Sorensen LLP
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