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Historic Aerial Firefighting Comes 
to Orange County 

   Wildfire season is year-round in California.  On June 14th, in partnership with 

Southern California Edison, OCFA introduced four helicopters and ground 

support equipment that will help us fight these fires from the skies as part of the 

Quick Reaction Force (QRF) program. 

 

   This will be the first time in history that a Super Heavy lift helicopter will be 

hover-filling at night and includes the capability of dropping retardant at night.  

Orange, Los Angeles, and Ventura counties will each have a combination of aerial 

firefighting resources assigned to them, supplied and operated by Coulson 

Aviation.  The QRF consists of 2 of the world’s largest fire suppression retardant 

dropping helicopters, each equipped with 3000-gallon water tanks.  This is 

exactly what we need for a more rapid and significant aerial fire suppression 

resources that will have a substantial impact suppressing or slowing down 

wildfires. 

 

The aircrafts will be on contract starting June 15th for 180 days. 



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Incident Responses 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Incidents by Category 



 

 

 

 

 

  
 

  

Your Firefighters in Action 

June 7th  

Incident # 21-066739 

 

Engine 50 responded to a traffic collision at 0156 hours 

on the southbound 5 just south of Estrella.  Upon 

arrival incident was upgraded to a cutter as the patient 

was miraculously still alive but really trapped.  The 

solo driver ran off the road on the right shoulder 

striking a large sign pole.  His pelvis was trapped 

between the pole and the front passenger seat with his 

head hanging out the passenger door area and his legs 

still in the driver’s area.  It was a fairly complex 

extrication as there was no easy access to the parts of 

the car that were pinning him.  After removing the 

doors and roof and cutting away enough other parts of 

the car, spreaders were used against the rear seat and 

pole to provide enough separation to free his pelvis and 

legs.  It took about an hour to free him.  Patient went in 

and out of consciousness during rescue. 

April 17th  

Incident # 21-045664 

 

At 1803 a structure fire on 1214 Puerta Del Sol was reported to our 

dispatch center. Truck 59 arrived at 1808 and established Del Sol IC. 

Fire was in the warehouse area under a table. The table and a trash can 

burned. The business, Riffe, is a speargun company. The fire started in 

the manufacturing area and was extinguished by a sprinkler. The fire 

started in the area where the wooden guns are varnished. 



 

    

April 19th 

Incident # 21-046248 

 

Engine 60 arrived on scene at 

northbound 5 Fwy Ave. Presidio 

off-ramp of a tanker truck fire 

with the tractor fully involved in 

fire.  The driver was safely out 

of the vehicle prior to our 

arrival.  The truck carried diesel 

fuel but fortunately, the tank was 

empty.  Engine 60 pulled a 2.5” 

attack line to extinguish the fire 

and cool the tank.   

May 31st  

Incident # 21-063849 

 

At 0703 hours, ECC received report of a vegetation fire at 753A Erskine Dr. At 0720 hours, 

Engine 60 arrived on scene to a small fire outside in the rear yard, looked like the homeowner 

had it out, and continued the assignment while investigating.  At 0721 hours, Engine 60 

confirmed fire out.  BBQ woodchips had caught fire. 

June 22nd  

Incident # 21-073429 

 

At 1128 hours, ECC dispatched a structure fire response to the address of 162 Avenida Florencia.  At 1136 hours, 

Engine 60 went on scene reporting a three-story multi-family residence with nothing showing, investigating.  At 

1136 hours Engine 60 reported a fire in an exterior wall.  At 1147 hours, Battalion 4 went on scene, established 

the Florencia IC and reported units were in offensive mode and to upgrade the fire to a working structure fire.  At 

1148 hours, Battalion 4 advised fire in exterior wall, secondary all clear.  At 1214 hours, Battalion 4 advised fire 

was under control. 

 


