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AGENDA REPORT 

 

BEACHES, PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
Meeting Date: February 9, 2021 

 

Department: Beaches, Parks & Recreation  
Prepared By: Samantha Wylie, Recreation Manager 
 
Subject: CONSIDERATION OF ERRANT BALL NETTING AT JIM JOHNSON MEMORIAL SPORTS PARK – 

PARK MASTER PLAN AMENDMENT  
 
Fiscal Impact: Staff estimates that the purchase and installation of netting would not exceed $45,000, 

and errant ball netting would typically require replacement every 10 years.  
 
Summary: Staff recommends that the Commission discuss and provide a recommendation to the 

City Council on the installation of errant ball netting at Jim Johnson Memorial Sports 
Park along the southernmost side of the artificial turf soccer field, paralleling Avenida 
Vista Hermosa.  

 
Background: Jim Johnson Memorial Sports Park (JJMSP) opened in 2017 with an approximately 6-

7-foot tubular fence surrounding the fields, acting as the barrier between the field/park 
and the street. 

 
 At its March 14. 2017 meeting, the Public Works Department presented a report 

displaying options for the installation of errant ball netting and/or additional fencing to 
be installed by the developer, Taylor Morrison. The Beaches, Parks & Recreation 
Commission recommended installing poles and netting at the same height as Vista 
Hermosa Sports Park (30-feet high) along Avenida Vista Hermosa (AVH), and the 
east edge of the synthetic turf field nearest the I-5 freeway. 

 
 At its April 4, 2017 meeting, the City Council approved the installation of netting at the 

eastern side of the synthetic turf field, paralleling the I-5 freeway off ramp, and not to 
install any additional fencing along AVH.  

 
 At its February 2, 2021 meeting, the City Council directed the Commission to review 

and reconsider the installation of errant ball netting along AVH. 
 
Discussion: Council and staff, at times, have received citizen concerns about the potentially unsafe 

conditions created when a ball is kicked over the existing 6-7 foot fencing and onto 
the AVH right-of-way.  

 
 Staff have connected with the frequent user groups of the adjacent soccer field in 

question to gather feedback. Collectively, these groups have stated that they have 
rules implemented for their youth games and practices that don’t allow for the players 
to follow errant balls, but require that an adult retrieve the ball when possible. Game 
officials and coaches are responsible for monitoring this.  
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 Adding netting along AVH could be accomplished in two different ways: (1) install 30-

foot high netting akin to what is currently used at Vista Hermosa Sports Park, netting 
installed at turf surface; or (2) install additional fence posts (25-feet high) alongside 
current fence, and install netting beginning at top of existing fence, effectively adding 
an approximate 18-feet of additional protection. If netting is not desired, a new fence 
could be installed at a height of 10-12 feet, however this would increase costs up to 
$100,000.   

 
 Of the options listed above, staff recommend Option 2 as is it would be more 

aesthetically appealing and netting would be easier to maintain.  
 
Recommended 
Action: STAFF RECOMMENDS THAT the Beaches, Parks & Recreation Commission comment 

and/or provide a recommendation to the City Council on the installation of errant ball 
netting at Jim Johnson Memorial Sports Park at the southernmost side of the soccer 
field, paralleling Avenida Vista Hermosa. 

 
 
Attachments: Excerpt from BPR Commission Minutes, March 14, 2017 
 Staff Report, City Council Meeting, April 4, 2017 
 
Notification: AYSO  

Elite Soccer League  
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glyphosate kills root to tip; stated that herbicides can be carried into water sources; 
and opined workers applying herbicides and others may suffer health effects. 

Commissioners either in agreement or individually commented: 
• A subcommittee would be a good setting to thoroughly vet this information. 
• A subcommittee would fulfill the suggestion of a thoughtful approach to 

Implementation. 
• Irvine's model could be used as an example for a landscape management plan. 

• More discussion is needed. 

CHAIR STREGER FORMED A SUBCOMMITTEE, AND APPOINTED COMMISSIONER 
SHAW AND COMMISSIONER DOREY to the subcommittee to develop an updated 
landscape management policy. 

B. Park Master Plan Amendment to Jim Johnson Memorial Sports Park Synthetic Turf 
Field Area 
Tom Bonigut, Deputy Public Works Director, summarized the contents of the 
administrative report regarding the proposed amendment to the Park Master Plan at 
Jim Johnson Memorial Sports Park's synthetic turf area and responded to Commission 
inquiries. 

Commissioners either in agreement or individually commented: 
• Errant balls around soccer fields and children entering traffic to retrieve them are 

concerns. 
• There is no such thing as too high of a fence. 
• Netting on the east edge oft he synthetic turf field is preferred to catch more balls 

on the upswing. 
• Netting deteriorates where fencing would hold up over time. 
• The height of the netting at Vista Hermosa Sports Park is necessary. 
• Fencing has a heavier appearance where netting disappears. 

MOTION BY CHAIR STREGER, SECOND BY COMMISSIONER GATES, AND CARRIED 7-0, 
to recommend amending the park master plan for Jim Johnson Memorial Sports Park 
to install poles and netting at the same height as Vista Hermosa Sports Park along 
Avenida Vista Hermosa and the east edge of the synthetic turf field toward the 1-5 
freeway. 

C. Community Center Sunday Operations 
Samantha Thomas, Recreation Manager, summarized the contents of the 
administrative report regarding Sunday operations at the San Clemente Community 
Center and responded to Commission inquiries. 
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