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Academy 50 Graduation – 

 A Little Different 
Congratulations to the OCFA’s Academy 50 firefighter graduates!  After four 

long months, these 37 recruits have graduated to firefighter!  Due to COVID-19, 

OCFA conducted its first limited graduation ceremony on May 20th.  Social 

distancing was in place and a select audience attended.  The ceremony streamed 

live for loved ones 

and the community 

to see.  Family 

members will have 

the opportunity to 

pin the newly 

earned badges on 

their firefighter (as 

tradition calls) 

when a full 

traditional 

graduation is held 

in the future. 



 

constructed along the fire’s edge since the 

engine is not able to move along with the 

firefighters.   

 

   Fire shelter deployment is utilized when 

an entrapment situation occurs.  Practice 

includes proper site selection, using high-

powdered fans to simulate high winds, 

running up a slope to deploy, and 

deploying while laying on the ground. 

 

   OCFA also partakes in prescribed burns 

with multiple agencies.  It allows 

firefighters to get real life training while 

also helping to manage vegetation growth. 

 

 ‘Tis the Season… Wildland Firefighting 

Firefighters practicing a progressive 

hose lay from a Type III engine 

Crews practicing 

deploying simulation 

shelters under 

different conditions 

A prescribed 

burn in the 

Camp Pendleton 

area 

   Wildland firefighting requires different equipment and tactics from a structure response.  When a brush fire 

occurs, we’ll send various types of firefighting assets.  Dozers remove fuel sources and create a barrier.  Hand 

crews augment that effort.  Helicopters are a valuable asset to our firefighting effort in the air, while 

firefighters are on the ground to ensure the fire is extinguished. 

 

    To keep these wildland firefighting skills sharp, OCFA firefighters partake in wildland manipulative drills 

annually.  Fire shelter deployment, progressive hose lays and mobile pumping are some of the skills trained 

in.  Mobile pumping is utilized when the topography allows for the maneuvering of an engine along the fire 

perimeter.  A Type III engine drives along the fires edge and a firefighter walks just ahead of the engine, 

extinguishing the fire with a bumper line.  If mobile pumping can no longer be performed, a progressive hose 

lay is utilized.  In this situation, hose is systemically added to the previous hose line while a wet line is  

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Incident Responses 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

Incidents by Category 
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April 6th - Incident # 20-041423 

Large tree downed, crushing truck near Avenida Victoria & Avenida Santa Barbara.  

Fortunately, no one was injured. 

Incident Photos 

June 9th - Incident # 20-065108 

Smoke from vegetation fire on Camp Pendleton seen in the background.   

OCFA Crews & Equipment dozer reinforcing a defensible space between San Clemente 

and the marine base seen in the foreground. 


