
 AGENDA ITEM: 7-A 
 
 

STAFF REPORT 
SAN CLEMENTE PLANNING COMMISSION 

Date:   October 16, 2019   
 
 
PLANNER:     Gabriel Perez, City Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Six Month Review - La Colombiana Restaurant Expansion,  

Conditional Use Permit 17-322, Minor Cultural Heritage Permit 17-
420, Minor Exception Permit 18-628 – 1640 N. El Camino Real, a six 
month review of the approved La Colombiana expansion project as 
required by condition of approval 3.21 of PC Resolution 19-005. 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
On April 17, 2019, the Planning Commission approved Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 17-
322, Minor Cultural Heritage Permit (MCHP) 17-420, Minor Exception Permit (MEP) 18-
628, for expansion of the existing La Colombiana restaurant at 1640 N. El Camino Real 
to include 1) full alcohol service for on-site consumption indoors and outdoors, 2) an 
expansion of the outdoor dining area, 3) minor exterior modifications, and 4) three parking 
waivers.  The restaurant is located in the Mixed Use 1 zone and Architectural, Central 
Business, and Coastal Zone overlay districts.  As part of the approval, the Planning 
Commission required staff provide a review of the project after six months following the 
project approval. 
 
The internal expansion would result in an additional 1,008 square feet of restaurant 
space, for a total of 1,957 square feet of indoor area.  Additionally, an expansion to the 
outdoor dining area by 221 square feet is proposed, for a total of 392 square feet of 
outdoor dining area.  The proposed project includes 35 indoor seats and 29 outdoor seats, 
for a total of 64 restaurant seats.  The applicant proposes the indoor and outdoor service 
of a full range of alcoholic beverages.  The hours of operation were approved from 8:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m.  Alcoholic beverages were approved to be served between the hours 
of 8:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m. inside the restaurant, and 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. within 
the outdoor dining area.  The approving resolution and conditions of approval are 
enclosed as Attachment 1.   
 
CURRENT PROJECT STATUS 
 
The applicant is currently in the plan check for a building permit for the restaurant 
expansion.  The applicant was required to add a minimum of one (1) 15-gallon tree to the 
front of the site in condition 4.11 and the applicant has satisfied this condition through a 
revised landscape plan approved by Summers Murphy and Partners, Inc., the City’s 
contract landscape architect, that places the new tree to the east of and adjacent to the 
outdoor dining area.  The applicant is required to obtain a building permit by October 30, 
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2019 or the CUP and MCHP will be considered null and void pursuant to condition of 
approval 4.6. 
 
La Colombiana restaurant received a type 47 license from the California Department of 
Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) on July 20, 2019 for the existing restaurant operation.  
The applicant will be required to work with ABC to amend their license to allow alcohol 
service in the future expansion areas. As of September 26, 2019, no complaints regarding 
sale and service of alcohol had been received by the City’s Code Compliance division, 
the Orange County Sherriff’s Department, or the Santa Ana branch of the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Board.   
 
The restaurant has outstanding City-issued fines resulting from Code Compliance 
citations that was reported to Planning Commission on March 7, 2019 and City staff and 
the business owner are working to abate code compliance issues.  Conditions of approval 
no. 4.3 and 4.4 require the business owner to address payment of the fines with City staff 
prior to the issuance of a building permit.  To date the fines have not been paid and the 
applicant has expressed that he intends to pay the fines prior to issuance of the building 
permit.   
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

1. Staff recommends that the Planning Commission receive and file the report. 
  
 
Attachments: 
 

1. Resolution No. PC 19-005  
2. Landscape and Site Plan 
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