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    On November 17th the OCFA 

assigned US&R Task Force 10 (RTF-

10) including three Canine handlers 

and dogs to assist with search and 

recovery efforts in the fire areas in 

Northern California.  These men and 

women volunteered to help families 

find closure after the devastating 

Camp Fire, the deadliest fire ever in 

California.    

    The Orange County Task Force 

Personnel continued to work through 

the Thanksgiving holiday.  Search and 

recovery is a tedious task, but as long 

as there were people missing, the 

crews searched. 
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  Smoke Alarm Safety  

Let Freedom, Bark 
The Orange County Fire Authority has 

a new employee that we’d like to 

introduce everyone to; Freedom is a 

highly trained Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives 

(ATF) Accelerant Detection Canine. 

His job is to sniff out flammable liquids 

such as gasoline to help determine 

arson-caused fires. Freedom’s handler 

is OCFA Investigator, Captain Shaun 

Miller.   

Welcome to OCFA, Freedom! 

 

Almost two-thirds of all home fire 

deaths occur in homes with no 

working smoke alarm. Protect your 

family by: 

• Installing smoke alarms in 

every bedroom, in hallways 

outside of bedrooms and 

sleeping areas and on every 

level of the home. 

• Replacing smoke alarms 

every 10 years.  

• Testing all alarms once a 

month. 

• Drawing a home escape plan 

that shows two ways out of 

every room and an outside 

meeting place.  

• Teaching children what 

smoke alarm sounds like and 

what to do if they hear it.  

• Practicing home fire drills at 

least twice a year.  

It’s worth noting that special alarms 

with strobe lights and bed shakers are 

available for people who are deaf or 

hard of hearing.  

OCFA’s Reserve Academy 21 Graduation  

 
   November 3rd was a proud day for OCFA with the graduation of 

Reserve Academy 21!  Our newest reserves have spent over 180 

hours training with ladders, fire hose deployment, wildland 

firefighting, community education and prevention. 

   Reserve Firefighters provide a valuable service to their communities 

by assisting Career Firefighters at a variety of emergencies including 

structure fires, medical emergencies, traffic collisions, floods, 

rescues, and a variety of other types of emergencies. 

   Please say hello to our newest reserves when you see them serving 

in your community! 

 



 

  

Beach Safety:  

Identify Rip Currents: A channel of churning, choppy water. An area having 

a notable difference in color, parallel to the shoreline. A line of foam, 

seaweed, or debris moving steadily out to sea. A break in the incoming wave 

pattern.  

 

Survive Rip Currents: Remain Calm. Don’t fight the current, swim 

out of the current by swimming to the side. If you can’t escape,  

float or tread water. If you need help, call or wave for assistance 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

2018 Incident Count 
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2018 Incidents 

with Fire Overlay 

2018 Traffic 

Collision Incidents 



 

 

 

 
 

 

October – December Community Events  

Fire Captain Scott Lubben honored as 

the Firefigher of the year on Nov. 15th 

by the Exchange Club of San 

Clemente  

Inc #18-130289 (SCL) Nov. 25th                                

At 0149 hours, OCFA received a report of a VEG Fire at 7 Calle Ameno. A VEG Fire response was 

dispatched.  PROS (Pendelton, Riverside, Orange & San Diego) Announcement was made. Engine 60 arrived 

on scene, reported ½ acre fire. The fire was held to 1/5 acres.  

In The News… 


