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Trends
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General increase in recent years -

• Positive for environment
• Clean water & air acts
• Gill nets & long lining bans
• Marine Mammal Protection Act
• Ban on killing white sharks

• Since May
• Hundreds of sightings
• Not just more people looking
• New situation
• Other factors for recent influx? Picture from www.sanclementetimes.com
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What are we doing to enhance safety?

• Morning & ongoing patrols

• Observation from towers & drone

• Working with LG agencies, Harbor Patrol, etc.

• Contacting public & commercial fishermen

• Request – see something!

Public Safety



Continued:

• Observing, warning, and educating

• Flags, weatherboards, surf report, website, signs

• Discouraging behaviors that could attract sharks – e.g. chumming 
from pier

• Working with experts to track and better understand situation

• Looking into electronic warning systems

• Reviewing policies and adjusting as we learn more
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Public Safety
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Public Safety
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Public Safety

10’6” Paddleboard @ 38’ 
Elevation

White shark @ 38’ 
Elevation
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Public Safety



Public Safety
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Warnings
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• Regional policy

• Provides consistency

• Approved by SD, OC, & LA 
County lifeguard agencies

• Guidance from Dr. Chris 
Lowe, Cal State Long 
Beach

Shark Policy
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• Algorithm based on size, 
behavior, or bite

• Response Plan guides the 
response – warning or closure

• Lifeguards coordinate with 
neighboring agencies

• Warning or closure based on 
size, location, and behavior

Shark Policy



• Swim near a lifeguard
• Avoid areas with known sharks
• Swim in groups – Never alone
• Avoid areas with seals and sea 

lions
• Obey warnings and closures
• Go to “International Shark 

Attack File” for more tips
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Reducing Risks



• Children’s safety is our number one priority

• Program may be modified

• Still fun, exciting, and students will learn ocean safety

• Certain activities may be eliminated this year

• Shark sightings  land and classroom activities
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Junior Lifeguards



• CSU Long Beach Shark Lab – Dr. Chris Lowe

• YouTube: “Return of the Big Marine Predators to California 
Waters”

• Donations to Dr. Lowe’s research: http://www.csulb.edu/sharks

• California Fish and Wildlife:  https://www.wildlife.ca.gov

• International Shark Attack File
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Further Information



Thank you
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Picture courtesy Capt. Joe Bailey – Seal Beach Lifeguards
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