Suggested Weekly Irrigation Schedule

The following chart suggests a weekly schedule for spray-head irrigation, assuming clay soils common to San
Clemente. Generally, the times indicated below are the MAXIMUM times you will need for full sun areas.
Start with this schedule and customize it based on the needs of your landscape. Increase the times only if your
plants show signs of stress. If stress occurs only in isolated areas, check your irrigation system (e.g. crooked
heads, blocked spray patterns, leaks, etc) before increasing run-times.
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* Most newer automatic controllers have a “% option” button or dial (or called the “Water Budget” feature on
some controllers) that permits the watering run times for all electric irrigation valves managed by that
controller to be increased or decreased with just one adjustment by percentage. The initial watering schedule
is made for the July/August runtime, the 100% water need for plants in summer. As an example, if it were
November, the % Option feature would need to be manually turned to 40% in order to automatically reduce
the summer schedule and to save water.

** By “cycling” the irrigation controller to turn on for the recommended number of minutes at least half an
hour apart, deeper watering and healthier root growth are gained, while runoff is reduced.



